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What we mean when we say “innovation”

 Shorthand for economic developers

• Creation of new technology companies

• Development of new products

• Industry 4.0 for manufacturing companies

• Making manufacturers more competitive by adopting new 

processes, approaches and techniques

• Thinking creatively; fresh approaches



What we mean when we say “innovation”

 Word association from focus group of voters

• Technology, new inventions, new method

• New ways of looking at problems and solving them

• Self-driving cars, pc/cellphones, making everything eco-friendly

• New ideas



Examples and resources

https://ssti.org/manufacturing-policy-academy-resource-page

 Industry 4.0

• "Industry 4.0 and the State of Manufacturing" - Mark LaViolette

https://ssti.org/manufacturing-policy-academy-resource-page
https://ssti.org/mfgpa18/mtg1/laviolette
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Examples and resources

https://ssti.org/manufacturing-policy-academy-resource-page

 Industry 4.0

• "Industry 4.0 and the State of Manufacturing" - Mark LaViolette

• "How Digitalization is Transforming Modern Manufacturing and 

Implications for U.S. States" - Stephen Ezell

 University-manufacturer collaboration

• "Advanced Manufacturing and Innovation: Manufacturing USA and the 

Importance of Manufacturing Clusters" - Mike Molnar

• "Building Industry Consortia for Pre-Competitive Research" - Henry 

Cialone

• "University-Industry Partnerships" - Paula Sorrell
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 Connecting start-ups and manufacturers

• "Greentown Manufacturing Initiative" - Matt Sweitzer

• "Innovation Works" - Bob Starzynski

 New product development

• Oklahoma State University New Product Development Center partnership 

with the Oklahoma Manufacturing Alliance

 Innovation vouchers

• “Supporting Manufacturing Innovation and R&D with Voucher Programs”–

ITIF, Connecticut, Rhode Island (webinar recording at: 

https://vimeo.com/306053953)

• Illinois Manufacturing Innovation Voucher - IMEC
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https://ceat.okstate.edu/extension/npdc/index.html
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Contact Information

For more information, contact:

Dan Berglund

614.901.1690

berglund@ssti.org

To sign up for SSTI Weekly Digest go to:

https://ssti.org


