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About SSTI & the TBED Community of Practice

• Our mission: SSTI strengthens initiatives to create a better future 
through science, technology, innovation and entrepreneurship.

• Project goals: Strengthen EDA awardees during period of 
performance + better-position for long-term success

• Learn more: ssti.org/tbedcop
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https://ssti.org/tbedcop


Events & announcements

• EDGE support reminder: email grantHDsupport@eda.gov and copy 
your program officer

• Lab-to-Market: May 13 @ 2:00 PM

• Entrepreneurship Development: May 28 @ 3:00 PM 

• Global Entrepreneurship Congress: June 2-5 (Indianapolis)
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Keeping tabs on TBED
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Statement presented

The U.S. leads much of the world in research, but often the research is 
turned into new products that are made overseas. Companies, 
universities, economic development agencies and non-profit 
organizations in some parts of our country have come together to 
convert our nation’s strength in research into new businesses and jobs, 
bringing the benefits of American innovation to the American people.

• After reading this statement, how important do you consider each of 
the following possible outcomes of this work?
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Options (presented randomly)
Very/ 
somewhat 
important

Not too/ 
not at all 
important

Unsure

It creates jobs for Americans

It creates jobs for Americans that will help expand the middle class

It creates jobs for Americans who have not benefited as much as others from 
an economy increasingly focused on science and technology

It creates jobs in parts of America that have not benefited as much as other 
places from an economy increasingly focused on science and technology

It results in new medical treatments and cures

It improves national security

It results in cleaner air and water and reduces the negative effects of climate 
change

It makes American companies more competitive globally even at the expense 
of some jobs



Responses
Very/ 
somewhat 
important

Not too/ 
not at all 
important

Unsure

It creates jobs for Americans 94% 4% 2%

It creates jobs for Americans that will help expand the middle class 94% 4% 2%

It creates jobs for Americans who have not benefited as much as others from 
an economy increasingly focused on science and technology

92% 5% 3%

It creates jobs in parts of America that have not benefited as much as other 
places from an economy increasingly focused on science and technology

92% 5% 3%

It results in new medical treatments and cures 92% 5% 3%

It improves national security 89% 7% 4%

It results in cleaner air and water and reduces the negative effects of climate 
change 86% 10% 4%

It makes American companies more competitive globally even at the expense 
of some jobs 78% 16% 6%



Rank top 3 preferred outcomes
Outcome Top choice

It creates jobs for Americans 25%

It creates jobs for Americans that will help expand the middle class 17%

It results in cleaner air and water and reduces the negative effects of climate change 12%

It results in new medical treatments and cures 12%

It improves national security 10%

It creates jobs for Americans who have not benefited as much as others from an economy 
increasingly focused on science and technology 8%

It creates jobs in parts of America that have not benefited as much as other places from an 
economy increasingly focused on science and technology 8%

It makes American companies more competitive globally even at the expense of some jobs
7%



How long for these outcomes?
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Which of these comes closest to your view?

Public policy that fosters research and innovation 
should be pursued even if the results won’t 
benefit me but will benefit future generations

71%

Public policy that fosters research and innovation 
should be pursued only if the results will benefit 
my generation

17%



Agree Response breakdown

Community

• Urban– 72%

• Suburban– 74%

• Rural– 66%

Ideology

• Conservative– 70%

• Moderate– 71%

• Liberal– 75%

Education

• Non-college– 66%

• College– 79%

Financial situation

• More stable– 76%

• More precarious– 68%

Income

• <$50K– 66%

• $50K-$74K– 72%

• $75K-$125K– 73%

• >$125K– 83%



What resonates
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What doesn’t resonate (at first)
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Communication strategies

• Gather your champions: who can help spread your message?

• Lead with local impact: focus on specific benefits for your community

• Make the technical accessible: explain complex terms through 
relatable examples

• Right-size your regional approach: adapt to your region’s unique 
strengths and needs
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SSTI contact info

Staff contacts:

• TBED Community of Practice – tbedcop@ssti.org

• Casey Nemecek – nemecek@ssti.org

• Jerry Coughter – coughter@ssti.org

More information: ssti.org/tbedcop
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Tech-based Economic Development (TBED)
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• Strengthening research capacity within universities, federal 
labs, or the private sector

• Promoting tech commercialization or the conversion of 
research into technologies and products 

• Fostering a culture of entrepreneurship to enable 
entrepreneurs to start and grow companies

• Increasing access to capital to support startup and emerging 
companies

• Building a technically skilled workforce aligned with region 
and industry needs


